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The Port Melbourne Life Saving Club was founded in 1913 and has since combined with several 
other organisations that were formerly located at nearby beaches.  Due to ageing club premises 
and a diminishing coastline, Middle Park Life Saving Club disbanded in 2002, resulting in the last 
merger.  

The goal of South Melbourne Life Saving Club and Port Melbourne Life Saving Club is to ensure 
that there are no avoidable fatalities in the seas of Port Phillip Bay within their respective service 
areas. According to the Beach Safe App, this beach area is a 1.4-kilometer stretch between Lagoon 
Pier in Port Melbourne and Kerferd Road Pier in South Melbourne. 

The Port Melbourne Life Saving Club (PMLSC) has been ensuring the safety of Port Melbourne 
Beach for more than 110 years by providing immediate first aid and emergency services, as well 
as opportunities for skill development and leadership for the neighbourhood. More than 1,000 of 
our members are now active in a variety of programmes, such as nippers, school programmes, 
and patrolling services. The club is associated with Surf Life Saving Australia and Life Saving 
Victoria and is run entirely by volunteers.  
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Committee Members 2022 – 2023 
 

Club Administration  
President Peter Bellion 
Vice President Téa-Rose Passon 
Treasurer Paul Larcher 
Secretary Ben Shaw 
Membership Belinda Gill  
Grants Coordinator Ben Shaw 
Website and Newsletter Téa-Rose Passon, Kate Unsworth & Nick 

Abroms 
Media and Public Relations Téa-Rose Passon, Kate Unsworth & Nick 

Abroms 
Facilities Manager Paul Mapley 
Gear Steward Paul Mapley 
Catering/Events Manager Elina Bowron 

 

Life Saving Operations  
Patrol Manager/Club Captain Benn Fischer & Nick Strang 
IRB Officer Benn Fischer & Nick Strang 
Life Saving Operations Delegate Peter Bellion 
Council of Life Saving Clubs Delegate Téa-Rose Passon 
First Aid Officer Joe Mercieca 

 

Development and Education  
Chief Instructor Darrel Gill 
Nipper Coordinator Belinda Gill 
Membership and Leadership 
Development Delegate 

Belinda Gill 

 

Competition  
Competition Manager Nick Strang & Nick Abroms 
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President’s Report 
Welcome to the Port Melbourne Life Saving Club (PMLSC) Annual Report for the 2022/23 season. This year we 
celebrated our 110th year patrolling the beach, serving the community, and experiencing our longest period of 
lifesaving to date.  

We kicked-off the season with members assisting Operation Rising Tide Flood Response across the state. We 
ended last season having been awarded Victorian Life Saving Club of the year for 2022 and finalist for Australian 
Life Saving Club of the year out of 380 Life Saving Clubs.  

We have participated in various leadership camps hosted by Life Saving Victoria including:  
• Youth Symposium  
• U15 camp (Tilana, Eloise, Issy) 
• U13 camp (Arabella)  
• Junior Development Day 
• Ready to Lead and Game Changers Program.  

PMLSC was able to run: 
• Pink Patrol  
• Rainbow Patrol  
• Green Patrol 
• Blue Patrol  

Also, assisting South Melbourne Life Saving Club with the running of the Beach Warrior. These Programs kept 
our members engaged throughout the patrol season.  

We completed a 24-hour row for Gotcha4Life - an Australian not-for-profit, that delivers mental fitness 
programmes. We raised $6,002 to roll out their bespoke mental fitness programs in schools, sport clubs and 
communities and help them achieve their vision of a zero-suicide future. A BIG thank you, to all who made this 
event possible our club volunteers, members, parents, and kind businesses who made donations, donated 
goods, and supplies. The vibe in the club was palpable (even during the overnight shift) and energy levels were 
kept high.  

We hosted our annual Nippers Emergency Services Week which included visits from:  
• LSV helicopter 
• Police helicopter  
• Highway patrol  
• And many more 

We had: 
• Four members (Peter, Joe, Bailey, and Ruby) represent Life Saving Victoria at the AFL Emergency 

services Match.  
• Ten members attend the International Women’s Day Breakfast at Life Saving Victoria. The Club joined 

the state in celebrated various women including Arabella and Ruby’s contribution to lifesaving 
recognising the amazing contribution they have made to life saving.  

• Over twenty members attend the City of Port Phillip ANZAC Day service and lay a wreath. Our members 
represented both Life Saving Victoria and Port Melbourne Life Saving Club.  

Peter Bellion represented PMLSC and LSV at Tony’s Trek taking drone footage. Peter also attended the 
Emergency Services Foundation Better Together Luncheon representing the Emergency Services Foundation 
(ESF).  We participated in and represented Life Saving Victoria at the Huntingdale 2022 Emergency Services Golf 
Day.  

We would like to say thank you to the Port Melbourne Committee for all the hard work they have contributed 
over the past season. 

Peter Bellion                                                                               Téa-Rose Passon 
President                                                                                      Vice President 
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Club Captain’s Report 
Well, the end of another season has arrived. This season was officially 175 days (1st November till 
25th April). In the 2022/23 season we have met and exceeded these objectives by providing an 
additional fifteen hot weather patrols above our allocated dates. 

Throughout the season, we:  
• Various members assisted Sandridge Life Saving Club and Sandringham Life Saving Club 

with patrols when low on numbers on numerous occasions.  
• PMLSC carried out 1,854 preventative actions, 67 minor first aids, 4 major first aid, 6 

rescues and kept 26,577 beach goers safe.  
• 15 people who achieved over 100 hours this patrol season - including one first year SRC.  
• Port Melbourne Life Saving Club held an honour guard and minute silence to remember 

Ross and Andrew Powell and all our fallen lifesavers.  
• We provided water safety training to approximately 2,000 primary school students 

through our water safety training program as well as providing safety support to other 
local high schools for their water sports programs.  

• We provided water safety for the Planet Boom who visited with around 800 members from 
their program attending the club for their event. 

• Had over 20 people attending the City of Port Phillip ANZAC Day service. 
• Provided Water Safety for the Greek Cross blessing of the waters.  

By engaging in these activities, we met our club's strategic objective of improving water safety 
within our local community and as great role models. 

We participated in the annual Pink Patrol for the third year in a row with over 30 people attending 
from the club. Pink Patrol consists of active female patrolling members and male champions, 
celebrating the contribution of girls and women to lifesaving. The club was able to organise two 
motivational speakers – Sam Dwyer and Giselle. Giselle is an ICU nurse at the Alfred Hospital, she 
spoke to our members about her experiences there and the value of teamwork. Fortunately, 
Giselle was at our beach a few days prior and assisted with our rescue and resuscitation.  

PMLSC also ran a Green Patrol alongside Clean Up Australia Day, Rainbow Patrol and Blue Patrol 
which we had Speaker Gaz Mills, who simplifies brain science to create brainy athletes and 
leaders. His clients include professional athletes, passionate leaders, energetic entrepreneurs, 
and their teams. Gaz was a Prime Minister's bodyguard, specialist police trainer, and executive. 
He is an endurance athlete, Beyond Blue speaker, coffee snob, and survived a reality TV show 
filmed in Bali. It was great to receive some signed books from Gaz to hand out at our end of season 
dinner to junior members who went above and beyond this season.  

I would like to take this opportunity to welcome all our new members who joined this season and 
congratulate those that gained their SRC or Bronze Medallion to be able to join our patrols. I hope 
you all enjoyed your first season of patrolling and that you are ready to come back for the next 
season. We hope everyone enjoys their off season and I look forward to seeing everyone back in 
November for the start of the new season! 

Nick Strang                                                                                  Téa-Rose Passon 
Club Captain                                                                                 Life Saving Operations Director  
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Training and Development 
Another challenging start to the training season for 2022 – 2023 as we were impacted with poor 
water quality due to the floods.  

A large Bronze and SRC group again this season with 12 SRC and 16 Bronze successfully completing 
their award. It’s great to see our Nippers coming up through the program with a lot of Lifesaving 
skills and knowledge that prepares them for their Surf Rescue Certificate, making training these 
juniors a breeze thanks to the efforts of our Age Managers and Bronze members running the 
Under 12 and 13 age groups.  

It was also great to see many our SRC patrollers moving up to get their Bronze Medallion, there 
wasn’t much to teach as they were already at bronze skill level thanks to our Patrol Captains 
running scenarios and skill updates during the season, and some SRC’s with well over 300 hrs of 
Patrolling experience.  

Belinda continues to be the LSV’s top Trainer for Age Managers qualifying a total of 67 new Age 
Managers which enables us to run one the best Nippers programs in the State.  

Big thank you to all our trainers and assessors for the effort put in this year to get all our Patrollers 
qualifications updated and adding new Patrolling members to our teams.  

 

Darrel Gill 
Chief Instructor 
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Nipper Report 
Our Nippers program continues to grow stronger every year with a large waiting list.  Majority of 
our nippers are from the local area, however around 25% are from outer suburbs as Port 
Melbourne is their local beach. 

Season 2022/2023 we had 269 nippers enrolled into the program with 114 Award members (Age 
Managers).  The nippers are taught from the Surf-Ed references from LSV.  The confidence the 
nippers show at the end of the season, is fantastic as they have learnt what a rip is, and how to 
spot it, CPR and the importance of it, Teddy Aid and first aid requirements, how to be safe on the 
beach and in the water, using the boards to catch a wave, running and diving in the water and 
most importantly, how to be great team members and help one another.  The parents are also 
given homework prior to the season beginning, as they also need to know the signals that we use 
on the beach for the nippers.   

We require the participation from the parents to help run the program and this season 67 parents 
trained to be age managers with 48 completing the required learning.  Assistance is sort from SRC 
and patrollers each session.  The SRC’s are assigned to each age group and the Age Managers use 
the SRC’s to demonstrate how the activity is run.  Patrollers are there to watch the beach and 
ensure the safety of all involved.  On average the club would have at least 60 helpers per session. 

Our nipper equipment is upgraded/replace each year and when a new activity is introduced the 
equipment needed for the activity is sort and purchased. 

The club provides a sausage sizzle for each session with fresh fruit and vegetable.  We have a 
fabulous group of members that provide all that is required from the purchase of food, cooking, 
and then serving of the sausage.  This is a highlight for all nippers at the end of their session, they 
know they can grad their sausage and then venture off home. 

I have been the Nippers coordinator for the past 25 years and it’s time to retire and hang up the 
boots (or maybe wetsuit).  I thank every person that has been involved in the program over that 
time, because if it wasn’t for all your help, the program would not be what is has become.  I will 
still be involved and provide guidance and share my knowledge with the new coordinator. 

Well done to all involved and I can’t wait to see what next season brings. 

 

Belinda Gill 
Nippers Director 
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School Program Report 
Port Melbourne Life Saving Club has been running school programs for the past 17 years. Our 
programs first started with Wembley Primary School and ran a Meet a lifesaver program for 
Williamstown North Primary School.  

Port Melbourne Life Saving Clubs school programs are in a growth phase gaining attention from 
schools right across the state. This season we decided to re name our school programs and are 
now known as SPLASH! standing for Safety & Prevention: Learning lifesaving skills At the Shoreline 
and in the H2O. This has been a fitting change for our programs.  

Due to the increased growth of SPLASH, we have employed a bookkeeper and all helpers are now 
casually employed by Port Melbourne Life Saving Club. Additionally, we gave our program guide 
a facelift clear and precise communication is being made between our club and schools.  

This season, we ran a year 7 leadership program for Albert Park College, an Aquathon program 
for Year 10 students from Huntingtower School, A beach visit for students from Concord School 
and Bug a Lugs After School hours care from the Macedon Ranges and a Year 5&6 water safety 
program for Wembley Primary School. Port Melbourne Life Saving Club also did a program for the 
Werribee Council to provide a program for children within the local community. We have also run 
meet a lifesaver program at various schools across Victoria. Overall, we educated more than 2,000 
students across Victoria this summer through SPLASH.  

Our 10-week Lifesaving Program with Albert Park College. In conjunction with Life Saving Victoria 
the Year 7 students complete a lifesaving program that forms part of the school’s curriculum that 
we will offer for each starting year of the college. This program introduces lifesaving and club 
activities which we hope will encourage the students to become patrolling members of Port 
Melbourne. 

We would like to thank the students and teachers from Wembley Primary School, Albert Park 
College and Huntingtower School, Concord and everyone else who have requested to do the 
program again next year. We have additionally had South Yarra Primary, Ripponlea Primary and 
Middle Park Primary who have locked in programs for the 2023/2024 season.  

A special thank you to my regular helpers who assist with the running of these programs. Without 
the help of these members our programs wouldn’t be possible and the club’s mission of educating 
our local community wouldn’t be possible. These members include Joe Mercieca, Nick Strang, 
Peter Bellion, and Imogen Cooper.  

We look forward to continuing to run our school programs at throughout the next season. 

Téa-Rose Passon 
School Program Coordinator  
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Club Membership 
WOW! The Port Melbourne Life Saving Club's 2022–2023 season has been a significant one in 
terms of accomplishments and milestones. In addition to reaching 110 years old this year, we also 
celebrated having more than 1,000 members. As a bay club, we are expanding quickly, while other 
clubs in the state can't even claim to have more than 1,000 members.  

The year 7 Albert Park College students who take part in the Year 7 Leadership Programme 
becomes members for the season. A Term 4 group and a Term 1 group are created for the year 
level. Once enrolled in the Port Melbourne Life Saving Club Programme, these pupils have access 
to equipment during patrol times. 

The Port Melbourne Life Saving Club appointed an administrator to help with this duty for the 
forthcoming season because of the club's growing growth. Nick Strang will be a great addition to 
this team. 

From our five-year-old nippers to our life members, we are extremely appreciative to have such 
wonderful members at Port Melbourne Life Saving Club.  

Membership Categories as of 10th June 2023 
 

Membership Category Total Male Female Other 

Probationary (Albert Park Schools Program) 109 59 50 0 

Junior Activity Member (5-13 years) 265 136 128 1 

Cadet Member (13-15 years) 32 16 16 0 

Active (15-18 years) 20 7 13 0 

Active (18 years and over) 48 31 16 1 

Award 114 60 54 0 

Long Service 1 1 0 0 

Associate 200 100 100 0 

Life Member 17 12 5 0 

General 270 112 158 0 

Participants (nippers not in program) 21 9 12 0 

Totals 1,002 499 501 2 
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Patrolling Awards 

President’s Award 
Joe Mercieca 
Nick Strang 
 

Gill Award 
Arabella Young 

Dedication and Determination Award 
Stella and Gavin McCormack  

Outstanding Recognition Award 
Belinda Gill – 25 Years of Service to Nippers 

LSV Patrol and Water Safety Recognition (100+ Hours) 
These patrollers got recognised at the state Valuing Volunteers Evening for 100+ hours patrol and 
water safety hours. Gold was award to the top 20% of patrollers within the state, Silver next 30% 
of patrollers and bronze next 50% of patrollers.  

Gold Silver Bronze 
Téa-Rose Passon – 431.1 Isabelle Wright – 169.2  Darrel Gill – 127.6 

Joe Mercieca – 327.3 Belinda Gill – 153.4 Olivia Webb – 119.4 
Nick Strang – 324.6 Brett Armstrong – 129.5 Eloise Barnes – 112.9 

Bailey Mercieca – 221.1  Imogen Cooper – 104.7 
Ruby Webb – 196.2  Ben Shaw – 103.8 

Arabella Young – 192.4   
Peter Bellion – 183   

 

Top 10 Male and Female Patrollers (Hours Completed) 
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Clubhouse and Facilities Report 
Season 2022/23 has again seen our club the PMLSC fulfil its pivotal role in the City of Port Phillip 
as a major provider of key lifesaving services to those who visit our beach. Our ability to ensure 
that our equipment and facility is always rescue ready, gives our volunteer patrollers, members, 
and beachgoers the confidence to ensure that everyone is safe at our beach. 

Once again, we wish to thank all our stakeholders in Surf Life Saving Australia, Lifesaving Victoria, 
Local, State and Federal Government for providing valuable funding opportunities which enables 
us to provide commitment, focus and most of all ensure that there are zero fatalities between the 
flags. As many would know our beach has now become a destination and one that provides all 
within the community and outer areas, an enjoyable day at the beach. It is our ability to monitor 
and ensure safety of all, especially in the event of warm summers days and the prospect of PWC 
(Personal Watercraft), being more prevalent in and around the shoreline, this reflects our 
community footprint. 

We are sincerely indebted to many who make our club a great place to be around but most of all 
the knowledge and expertise they provide and their ability and willingness to be part of a bigger 
picture. As many may know the PMLSC has secured Victorian Government funding for 250k 
through our Member for Albert Park, which will provide us to further our service commitment 
and to take our club to a new level of inclusion. The potential installation of a lift will provide 
greater access the upper level of the club and add value to lifesaving services and diversity within 
the region. 

I would also like to make special mention to all those who may seem otherwise invisible but are 
involved heavily in giving their time in the operations area of the club. Darrel, Rob, Brett, Tim, 
Peter, and Benn not only ensure our boats, motors and equipment are in “tip top” shape, but to 
also prioritise the need to model to newer members of the club the responsibilities involved in 
voluntary patrol and club operations. These contributions have had a great influence on how we 
are seen in the community and securing such prestigious awards such as “Club of the Year 2022”. 
Thanks again to all on the committee who support the operational initiatives which enable us to 
deliver what we do. It is fair to say that the mobile patrol trailer has played a pivotal role for us to 
setup quicker and provide a recognisable focal point in and around the flags for First Aid, Beach 
Patrol and Community interaction. 

Lastly but not least, big thankyou to all our members who always show a distinct respect towards 
the equipment and facility and making my life easy to audit and monitor the condition of the 
PMLSC gear fleet. As we move forward in our 111th year, there are great things ahead and we 
look to the community to strengthen our commitment to the region and further embrace 
lifesaving in the region. 

 

Paul Mapley 
Gear and Facility Manager 
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Financial Report 
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Paul Larcher 
Treasurer 
  



 

Port Melbourne Life Saving Club 

 
 

 
20 Port Melbourne Life Saving Club Annual Report 2022-2023 

  

2022 Stephen Brooks 
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